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18th Annual Meeting EAPVPF/18/05 Draft 1 

Republic of Singapore, 4 August 2025  

REPORT 

adopted by the 18th East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum Annual Meeting 

Opening of the meeting 

 

1. East Asia Plant Variety Protection Forum held its 18th Annual Meeting hosted by Republic of 

Singapore on 4 August 2025 chaired by Ms. Sharmaine Wu, Director, Registries of Patents, 

Designs & Plant Varieties, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore, Republic of Singapore 

and co-chaired by Mr. Hiroyuki Tanaka, Director of Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual 

Property Division, Export and International Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries, Japan 

 

2. The list of participants is reproduced in Annex I to this report. 

 

3. The meeting was opened and received welcome remarks by, Mr. Woo Yew Chung, Assistant 

Chief Executive, Corporate, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore, Republic of Singapore 

 

4. The meeting received opening remarks by Mr. Hiroyuki Tanaka, Director of Plant Variety 

Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, Export and International Affairs Bureau, 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Japan  

 

5. The meeting received opening remarks by Ms. Yolanda Huerta Casado, Vice Secretary-

General, UPOV 

 

Adoption of the agenda 

 

6. The draft agenda as presented in document EAPVPF/18/01 Draft 1 was adopted by the 

meeting. 

 

Report on recent developments in UPOV 

 

7. The meeting noted the report on recent developments in UPOV reported by the UPOV Office. 
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Report of the Cooperation Activities in 2024-2025 

 

8. The meeting noted the report of the Cooperation Activities in 2024-2025 as provided in 

document EAPVPF/18/02 presented by the Forum Office as provided in Annex II to this report. 

 

Presentation on Country Report 

 

9. The meeting noted the country report as presented by Brunei Darussalam, Kingdom of 

Cambodia, People's Republic of China, Republic of Indonesia, Japan, Republic of Korea, Lao 

People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Union of Myanmar, Republic of the Philippines, 

Republic of Singapore, Kingdom of Thailand, and Socialist Republic of Viet Nam as provided 

in Annex III.  

 

Adoption of the list of the Cooperation Activities in 2025-2026 

 

10. The meeting adopted the list of the Cooperation Activities in 2025-2026 as provided in   

   document EAPVPF/18/04 Draft 1 presented by the Forum Office as provided in Annex IV to   

   this report.  

 

11.The meeting noted that implementation of the adopted Cooperation Activities in 2025-2026 will  

   be subject to the availability of the financial resources and experts provided that the conditions  

   described in the note are met. 

 

12.The meeting noted that the implementation of the adopted Cooperation Activities in 2025-2026  

 should consider efficiency and synergy in the region. 

 

Host country for the 19th EAPVP Forum Annual Meeting 

 

13. The meeting welcomed the consideration by People's Republic of China to host the 19th 

EAPVP Forum Annual Meeting in Sanya of China in 2026. 

 

Discussion Session in Groups 

 

14. The participants of the meeting discussed the topic “Challenges and opportunities of PVP 

harmonization and cooperation” in five groups. Results of the discussions are included as 

Annex V. 

 

Closing of the meeting 

 

15. The meeting adopted this report at the close of the 18th Annual Meeting on 4 August 2025. 

 

[Annexes follow] 
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Annex I 

 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

1. Members 

 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 

Khairunnisa Omar Ali (Ms.), Acting Assistant Director, Department of Agriculture and Agrifood, 

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 

(e-mail: khairunnisa.omarali@agriculture.gov.bn) 

 

Bibi Khadizah Rusli (Ms.), Senior Agriculture Officer, Department of Agriculture and Agrifood, 

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 

(e-mail: khadizah.rusli@gmail.com) 

 

 

CAMBODIA 

Khema Srun (Dr.), Deputy Director, Department of Crop Seed, General Directorate of 

Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) 

(e-mail: srunkhema@gmail.com) 

 

Phe Chantravuth (Mr.), Director General, General Department of Industry, Ministry of Industry, 

Science, Technology and Innovation 

(e-mail: phechantravuth@yahoo.com) 

 

 

CHINA 

Qiong Li (Ms.), Deputy Director, Tropical Crops Genetic Resources Institute (TCGRI), CATAS

（MARA） 

(e-mail: liqiong4416@126.com) 

 

Ling Gao (Ms.), Director, Variety DUS Testing Research Center of Tropical Crops Genetic 

Resources Institute (TCGRI), CATAS（MARA） 

(e-mail: Gaoling_0898@163.com, 2554235474@qq.com) 

 

Wei Gao (Mr.), Director, National New Variety Testing Station for Forest and Grass Plants

（NFGA） 

(e-mail: 284256805@qq.com) 

 

INDONESIA 

Leli Nuryati (Dr.), Director, Center for Plant Variety Protection and Agricultural Permit, Ministry of 
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Agriculture  

(e-mail: leli@pertanian.go.id) 

 

Nina Agusti Widaningsih (Dr.), Head of PVP Management Teamwork, Center for Plant Variety 

Protection and Agricultural Permit, Ministry of Agriculture  

(e-mail: n.a.widaningsih@gmail.com) 

 

 

JAPAN 

Hiroyuki Tanaka (Mr.), Director, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, 

Export and International Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(e-mail: hiroyuki_tanaka830@maff.go.jp) 

 

Yuko Miura (Ms.), Officer, Plant Variety Protection Office, Intellectual Property Division, Export 

and International Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

(e-mail: yuko_miura970@maff.go.jp) 

 

 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

Jun Yon Jang (Dr.), Senior Researcher, Korea Seed & Variety Service  

(e-mail: jang.jy@korea.kr, jangjy7400@gmail.com) 

 

Yong Seok Jang (Dr.), Director, Plant Variety Examination Division, National Forest Seed Variety 

Center, Korea Forest Service 

(e-mail: mushrm@korea.kr, mushrm12@naver.com) 

 

Won Bum Cho (Dr.), Forest Researcher, National Forest Seed Variety Center, Korea Forest 

Service 

(e-mail: rudis99@korea.kr) 

 

 

LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

Saybandith Sayavongkhamdy (Mr.), Deputy Director General, Department of Intellectual 

Property, Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

(e-mail: saybandith30@gmail.com, dip.laopdr@gmail.com) 

 

Vanthieng Phommasoulin (Mr.), Deputy Director General, Department of Agriculture, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Forestry 

(e-mail: Vanthieng_06@yahoo.com) 
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MALAYSIA 

Anuar Juhaidee Bin Mohd Nordin (Mr.), Agriculture Officer / Senior Principal Assistant Director, 

Crop Quality Control Division, Department of Agriculture 

(e-mail: anuar@kpkm.gov.my, ajmn210@gmail.com) 

 

Ahmad Yusuf Mohd Kamil (Mr.), Agriculture Officer / Assistant Director, Crop Quality Control 

Division, Department of Agriculture 

(e-mail: ahmadyusuf@doa.gov.my, yusufpvp.doa@gmail.com) 

 

 

MYANMAR 

Aung Moe Myo Tint (Dr.), Director General, Department of Agricultural Research (DAR), Ministry 

of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation (MOALI) 

(e-mail: aungtintt@gmail.com, dgdar.moai@gmail.com) 

 

Pa Pa Win (Dr.), Deputy Director General, Department of Agricultural Research (DAR), Ministry 

of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation (MOALI) 

(e-mail: papawin08@gmail.com, pvpsection.dar@gmail.com) 

 

 

PHILIPPINES 

Paul Ryan Obing Alcantara (Mr.), OIC-Head Council Secretariat, Plant Variety Protection Office, 

Bureau of Plant Industry, Department of Agriculture  

(e-mail: alcantara.paulryan@gmail.com, pvpo@buplant.da.gov.ph) 

 

Jose Diego Estrada Roxas (Mr.), Senior Agriculturist, Crop Research and Production Support 

Division, Bureau of Plant Industry, Department of Agriculture  

(e-mail: jdiegoroxas@gmail.com) 

 

 

SINGAPORE 

Sharmaine Wu (Ms.), Director, Registries of Patents, Designs and Plant Varieties, Intellectual 

Property Office of Singapore (IPOS)  

(e-mail: Sharmaine_WU@ipos.gov.sg) 

 

Qiu Li Loh (Ms.), Senior Assistant Director, Registries of Patents, Designs and Plant Varieties, 

Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) 

(e-mail: LOH_Qiu_Li@ipos.gov.sg) 

 

Qianyu Lee (Ms.), Senior Executive, Registries of Patents, Designs and Plant Varieties, 

Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) 
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(e-mail: LEE_Qianyu@ipos.gov.sg) 

 

 

THAILAND 

Rungthiwa Thanumthat (Ms.), Director, Plant Varieties Protection Group, Plant Varieties 

Protection Office (PVPO) 

(e-mail: rungthiwa_pvp@yahoo.com) 

 

Pan Pankhao (Mr.), Expert in Plant Varieties Protection, Plant Varieties Protection Office 

(PVPO)  

(e-mail: ppk1969@hotmail.com) 

 

 

VIET NAM 

Nguyen Thi Thu Huong (Dr.), Deputy Director General, Plant Production and Protection 

Department, Ministry of Agriculture and Environment 

(e-mail: nguyenhuong0211@gmail.com, ntthuong2@mae.gov.vn) 

 

Tran Thi Thuy Hang (Ms.), Officer, Plant Production and Protection Department, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Environment 

(e-mail: ttthang2@mae.gov.vn, qlgct_ttbvtv@mae.gov.vn) 

 

 

2. Guests - related organizations 

 

Yolanda Huerta Casado (Ms.), Vice Secretary-General, The International Union for the 

Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV)  

(e-mail: Yolanda.huerta@upov.int) 

 

Yoshiro Nishimura (Mr.), Technical/Regional Officer (Asia), The International Union for the 

Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV)  

(e-mail: yoshiro.nishimura@upov.int) 

 

Muhammad Moazzam (Mr.), Policy Officer, Naktuinbouw 

 (e-mail: m.moazzam@naktuinbouw.nl) 

 

Theophilus M. Mutui (Dr.), Managing Director, Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service 

(KEPHIS) 

(e-mail: Tmutui@kephis.org) 
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3. Guests - Mekong US Partnership (MUSP) 

Ha Thuy NGUYEN (Dr.), SC Intellectual Property Right and SC International Trade & 

Quarantine 

Co-Chair, APSA Working Group of Integrated Vegetable Seed Companies, Asia and Pacific 

Seed Alliance (APSA) 

(e-mail: hathuy.nguyen@bayer.com) 

 

Weeranuch MHADLHOO (Ms.), Partnership and Compliance Manager, Asia and Pacific Seed 

Alliance (APSA)  

(e-mail: weeranuch@apsaseed.org) 

 

Thidakoon SAENUDOM (Ms.), Director (Agriculture) Higher Level, Plant Varieties Protection 

Office (PVPO), Asia and Pacific Seed Alliance (APSA)  

(e-mail: thidakuns@hotmail.com) 

 

Metinee SRIVATANAKUL (Dr.), Plant Variety Protection Committee, Secretary Gap Network, 

Gap Network, Thailand 

(e-mail: Gapnet.thai@hotmail.com) 

 

Tran Ngoc THACH (Mr.), Director, Cuu Long Delta Rice Research Institute, Viet Nam 

(e-mail: thach69@gmail.com) 

 

Nhu Tien NGUYEN (Mr.), Officer, Plant Variety Management Division, Plant Production and 

Protection Department (PPPD), Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, Viet Nam 

(e-mail: nntien@mae.gov.vn) 

 

Banxa CHANHMING (Mr.), Deputy Director General, Department of Intellectual Property (DIP), 

Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Lao PDR 

(e-mail: banxac@gmail.com) 

 

Phou Ngeun PHOSALATH (Ms.), Director of Agriculture Investment Division, Department of 

Agriculture (DOA), MAF, Lao PDR 

(e-mail: phougneun_ph@yahoo.com) 

 

Nora LAY (Mr.), Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology, and 

Innovation (MISTI), Cambodia 

(e-mail: lnrlegallawoffice@gmail.com) 

 

Cheattho PRAK (Mr.), Deputy Director General, General Directorate of Agriculture, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF), Cambodia 
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(e-mail: cheatthoprak@gmail.com) 

 

 

4. EAPVP Forum Office 

 

Akira Nagata (Mr.), General Manager, Japan Association for Techno-innovation in Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries (JATAFF) 

(e-mail: nagata@jataff.or.jp) 

 

Ayako Sato (Ms.), Staff, Japan Association for Techno-innovation in Agriculture, Forestry and 

Fisheries (JATAFF) 

(e-mail: st-pgr@jataff.or.jp) 

 

 

[Annex II follows] 
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Annex II 

 

REPORT OF THE COOPERATION ACTIVITIES IN 2024-2025 

 

The following cooperation activities were adopted at the 17th EAPVP Forum Meeting which was 

held in Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia on 27 August 2024.   

 

01. Dissemination Workshop on Law enforcement on Seed Management and Plant Breeder’s 

Right conform with the Act.1991 of UPOV Convention (proposed by Cambodia) 

02. Translation and publishing the DUS examination on major crops and development of 

harmonization description of new variety of plants in Cambodia language (proposed by 

Cambodia) 

03. Technical consultation meeting on Amendment of the Law on Seed Management and Plant 

Breeder’s Right conform with the Act.1991 of UPOV Convention (proposed by Cambodia) 

04. Establish a database and gathering the DUS testing guidelines of new plant Variety 

protection (proposed by Lao PDR) 

05. Raising awareness of Laos’s PVP, update on legislation and introduction of e-PVP Asia 

(proposed by Lao PDR) 

06. Training on PVP administration, DUS examination for mulberry, rice and corn (proposed by 

Lao PDR) 

07. Regional Cooperation on Test Guidelines Development Workshop for Black Pepper (Piper 

nigrum) Project 1 (proposed by Malaysia) 

08. Awareness Raising Workshop on UPOV PVP System among the relevant policy makers 

and stakeholders with the assistance of the experts from UPOV and EAPVP forum 

members (proposed by Myanmar) 

09. Participating of Myanmar PVP examiners in DUS test trainings development of national TG 

training and Database training to be held among the region (proposed by Myanmar) 

10. Awareness Seminar on the Importance of Plant Variety Protection (PVP) System and the 

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV) (proposed by the 

Philippines) 

 

Because conditions and/or schedule were not met, or budget were restricted, some activities 

were carried over to the next fiscal year or later or cancelled. 

Cooperation activities which were carried out during the fiscal year 2024 (April 2024- March 

2025) were as follows:  

 

1. Workshop on Proposed Amendment of the Law on Plant Breeder's Right in 

accordance with the UPOV Convention and the Benefits of UPOV Membership for 

National Development Goals (proposed by Cambodia) 

1-1. Date: 10 February 2025 

1-2. Participants: 80 participants from MAFF, MISTI, MOC, IP related companies, plant 
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breeders, NGOs, research institutes, farmer’s associations of Cambodia 

1-3. Speakers: Experts from UPOV and Japan 

 

2. Support for Translation and Printing of UPOV TGs for Pineapple, Black Radish 

(proposed by Cambodia) 

 

3. Test Guidelines Development Workshop for Black Pepper (Piper nigrum) Project 1 

(proposed by Malaysia) 

Through investigation for existing Black Pepper TGs, TGs were gathered from several 

countries, and preparations are underway for the next steps 

 

4. e-PVP Regional Meeting (Asia) 

Discussion and lectures on DUS test and PVP database were given at the e-PVP Regional 

Meeting (Asia) in response to proposals for cooperation activities for training on databases 

(No. 04 and 09 of the above proposals). 

1-1. Date: 12-13 February 2025 

1-2. Venue : Kuala Lumbur and Selangor in Malaysia (hybrid) 

1-3. Participants: Representatives from Brunei, Cambodia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, Vietnam and UPOV 

 

[Annex III follows] 
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Annex III 

 

COUNTRY REPORT 

 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 
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CAMBODIA 
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INDONESIA 
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JAPAN 
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