




ECONOMY CONTRIBUTION (GDP BY SECTOR) SELF SUFFICIENCY LEVEL

Main Commodity Crops
— oil palm, rubber

Important Agro-food 
– rice, fruits and 
vegetables



BREEDING STRENGTH & FOCUS

BREEDING  COMPANIES IN MALAYSIA

Exports
31%

Imports
50%

Balance of Trade
-19%

SEED TRADING IN MALAYSIA (IMPORT/EXPORT) 2020

MAIZE

VEGETABLES

MELON

SEED DEMAND IN AGROFOOD CROPS



CURRENT IPR LEGISLATION IN MALAYSIA

87.5

%

12.5%● Trademark
● Copyright
● Trade Secret
● Patent
● Geographical Indication
● Industrial Design
● IC Layout Design

Malaysian 

Intellectual Property 

Organisation (MyIPO)

Department of 

Agriculture, Malaysia

● New Plant Varieties 
Protection and grant of 
Plant Breeder’s Right



1994 – Drafting of PNPV Act 
2004 – Published in Gazette 
2008 – Entered into force
Protection of New Plant Varieties Regulations 2008
: forms, fee, prescribed period etc.

Protection of New Plant Varieties Regulations 2008 
(Prescribed Size of A Holding) 2008
: size of small farmer’s holding i.e. less than 0.2 ha

Modeled after:
• UPOV 1978; 
• Provision of Convention of BioDiversity (CBD); 

and 
• IPR system of reference countries e.g. India, 

Thailand, Japan etc. 
Sui Generis / Non UPOV Member 

PROTECTION OF NEW PLANT VARIETIES ACT 2004

(ACT 634)

CURRENT LEGISLATION IN PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION

UPOV PLUS 
PVP 

Legislation



STATUS OF GRANTED PBR IN MALAYSIA

220, 74%

76, 26%

NUMBER OF GRANTED PBR

FOREIGN

LOCAL

5

54

220
8

9

FARMERS
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NUMBER OF PBR BY TYPES OF BREEDER

Cereals, 18, 6%
Forest Plants, 

19, 7%

Fruits, 18, 6%

Herbs, 2, 1%

Industrial 
Crops, 10, 3%

Mushroom, 2, 
1%

Ornamentals, 
214, 72%

Vegetables, 13, 
4%

NUMBER OF PBR BY TYPES OF CROP

550 296 
APPLICATIONS GRANTED

YEAR 2008 - 2022



TO IMPROVE OPERATIONAL AND FUNCTIONAL MECHANISME OF 

PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION SYSTEM IN MALAYSIA AND TO INLINE 

WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

THE NEED OF REVISIT ACT 634

SULIT

Current Issues:

1. Current system is not on par with the breeding technology development
and the breeding industries’ needs, either local or private.

2. A few provisions are no longer relevant.
3. The duration PBR granting process is long.
4. Repetition of DUS Tests for the same applications received by other

countries.
5. Require higher public funding in sustaining the national PBR system.



2011 – 2014 
Revisit Act 

634 and 
Study of 

UPOV 
Membership

(SWOT)

2015

Cabinet 
approval for 

UPOV 
Accession

2015

Forming of 
PNPV Bill 

Drafter Team

2017

New Bill 
Drafted

2018 – 2021

Stakeholders’ 
Consultation 

Sessions

2022 

Report for 
Regulatory 

Impact Study 
(RIS)

2023 - 2024

Arrangement 
for 

Parliament 
debate by 
Attorney 
General 

Chamber

STATUS QUO OF ACT REVISION
May 2019 – Breeders & IP Law Agent

May2019 – Farmers Association, individual farmers & growers

May 2019 – Non Governmental Organisations

Sep 2019 – Genetic Association & Seed Company

Oct 2019 – Top mgmt. in Department of Agriculture

Feb 2021 – Department & Agencies representing Sabah & Sarawak

CPTPP Malaysia entered into force 29 Nov. 2022 
Grace Period UPOV Membership: 4 year

By latest 28 Nov. 2026

Concurrent Activities

- Regulations and 

Guidelines

- Cabinet Notes

- Instrument ratification 

to UPOV accession



WHY JOINING UPOV?

SULIT

Local Foreign

Cabinet Decision



WHY JOINING UPOV?



WHY JOINING UPOV?



SULIT

REGULATORY THAT INLINE WITH 
UPOV 1991

FINANCIAL

AMENDEMENT OF CURRENT ACT
ANNUAL FEE FOR UPOV MEMBERSHIP

- Amount in accordance to country economic 
weightage during accession 

IMPLICATIONS OF JOINING UPOV



SULIT

INCREASE OF SEED PRICE
MONOPOLY BY 

MULTINASIONAL COMPANIES

FARMER’S RIGHT IN 
EXCHANGING SEEDS WILL 
BE HINDERED

ETHNIC CULTURE WILL BE 
AFFECTED 

FARMER’S SEED SAVING 
CULTURE WILL BE 
PROHIBITED

BIOPIRACY 

OCCURRENCE

THREATS IN JOINING UPOV?



SULIT

11 PARTS (60 Sections)

1. Preliminary (2)

2. Plant Varieties Board (9)

3. Procedure & Conditions of 
Application  (18)

4. Rights & Limitations of Right’s 
Holder (6)

5. Compulsory Licence(3)

6. Nullity, Cancellation Assignment or 
Transmission of Breeder’s Right (5)

7. Appeal (3)

8. Infringement (3)

9. Offences (3)

10. Enforcement (4)

11. Miscellaneous (4)

ACT 634

12 PARTS (55 Sections)

1. Preliminary (3)

2. Administration (6)

3. Procedure & Conditions of 
Application(16)

4. Rights & Limitations of Right’s 
Holder(3)

5. Compulsory Licence(3)

6. Nullity, Cancellation Assignment or 
Transmission of Breeder’s Right (4)

7. Appeal (2)

8. Infringement (3)

9. Offences (5)

10. Enforcement (4)

11. Miscellaneous (5)

12. Transitional (1)

PVP BILLREPEAL AND RE-DRAFT 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT



NEW FEATURES IN PVP BILL

Same protection period for 
variety bred, or discovered and 

developed by a farmer, local 
community or indigenous people.

Agricultural Crop List for 
Breeder’s Limitation on Farm 

Saved Seeds

Introduction of Annual Right 
Maintenance Fee



1. More opportunities will be easily achieved by 
joining UPOV. 

2. Competitiveness among breeder will become 
active if Malaysia join UPOV. Farmers can obtain 
high-quality seeds.

3. Business-oriented farmers

4. Influx of superior varieties from overseas

5. Diversify breeders

6. Increase production and competitiveness of 
agriculture sector in the country

CONCLUSION



TERIMA KASIH
FURTHER INFORMATION :

http://www.doa.gov.my

http://pvpbkkt.doa.gov.my

BAHAGIAN KAWALAN KUALITI TANAMAN

No. 30 Persiaran Perdana

Presint 4, 62624 Putrajaya

Jabatan Pertanian Putrajaya

Tel : 6 03-8870 3448 

Emel: plantvarietyregistration@doa.gov.my

http://www.doa.gov.my/
http://pvpbkkt.doa.gov.my/
http://www.google.com.my/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clker.com/cliparts/6/3/e/1/1194984989307971803mouse1.svg.hi.png&imgrefurl=http://www.clker.com/clipart-2850.html&usg=__co2p-WJW2MX_6dkj8ylNOhW2bcU=&h=593&w=330&sz=12&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=xjK6IRmr2G-81M:&tbnh=135&tbnw=75&prev=/search?q=symbol+mouse&um=1&hl=en&sa=G&biw=1003&bih=608&tbm=isch&ei=A5YBTqOdOMyHrAfq0ZyGAw
http://www.google.com.my/imgres?imgurl=http://e-phonenumbers.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/reverse-phone-cell-phone-numbers-21.jpg&imgrefurl=http://e-phonenumbers.com/reverse-phone-cell-phone-numbers-2/&usg=__qdTLxxrHb3Lz_cMlAZ402_9OC4o=&h=485&w=482&sz=26&hl=en&start=7&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=FWqn7UGxLQnfPM:&tbnh=129&tbnw=128&prev=/search?q=phone&um=1&hl=en&biw=1003&bih=608&tbm=isch&ei=YJYBTv-XOcbjrAeY2ciGAw
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