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COVID-19 pandemic measures

• March 17, 2020
– UPOV premises closed except for essential personnel
– Remote working (excellent WIPO IT support)
– Official travel cancelled

• June 2 – Sep. 30, 2020
– No official travel outside Switzerland
– Phased return by all UPOV staff (except vulnerable staff)
– Remote working option for up to 3 days/week

• November 2, 2020
– UPOV premises closed except for essential personnel
– Remote working
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• UPOV meetings since March 17, 2020
• Virtual meetings as planned

– Enlarged Editorial Committee (March 24)
– Fifteenth Meeting on the Development of an Electronic Application Form 

(EAF/15) (March 26)

• Technical Working Parties
– agreed by TWP Chairpersons, after consultation with the TWP hosts and the TC 

Chairperson, to hold the TWP sessions by electronic means
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COVID-19 pandemic measures

• UPOV Sessions in October 2020 held in the form of virtual 
meetings, in combination with prior consideration of documents 
by correspondence:

- Technical Committee: TC/56, (October 26 and 27)
- Administrative and Legal Committee:  CAJ/77, (October 28)
- Consultative Committee:  CC/97, (October 29)
- Council: C/54, (October 30)



Virtual Technical Working Party (TWP) meetings

TWA

TWO

TWV

TWF



Technical Working Party (TWP) meeting participation:
Number of members of the Union



Virtual Technical Working Party (TWP) meetings: satisfaction
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Members of UPOV (76) (covering 95 States)

States (23) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office

Initiating States (20) and Organization (1)

UPOV STATUS
on September 25, 2020

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

New UPOV member: Egypt (December 1, 2019)

Egypt
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UPOV MEMBERSHIP PROCESS
• Policy decision to draft legislation in accordance with 

the 1991 Act of the UPOV Convention

• Contact the Office of UPOV for assistance provision of 
the Drafting Guidance Document INF/6 and 
consultations

• Finalize the Draft Law for its examination by the 
Council of UPOV 

• Ask advice of the Council of UPOV

• If advice positive and Law in force deposit instrument 
of accession to become a UPOV member



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

Members of UPOV (76) (covering 95 States)

States (23) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office

Initiating States (20) and Organization (1)

Zimbabwe

Examination of draft laws in 2020 (positive decisions)

United Arab 
Emirates



21,265

Plant variety protection statistics (C/54/INF/7) 

14,688

+ 8%

+ 11%

Total Applications filed and Titles issued

139,968



Applications received by Region



Applications received by Region – 1999 to 2019



Top 10: UPOV members by number of 
plant variety protection applications received

Rank

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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Mr. Francis Gurry 
UPOV Secretary-General

October 30, 2008, to 
September 30, 2020

Mr. Daren Tang
UPOV Secretary-General

October 25, 2020
(Acting UPOV SG from October 1, 2020)

Office of the Union



Tomochika Motomura
Technical/Regional Officer (Asia)

Manabu Suzuki
Technical/Regional Officer (Asia)

June 1, 2020

Wen Wen
Fellow

Amit Sharma
IT Support Officer 

November 1, 2020

Thanks and farewell to Welcome to
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UPOV resources - past

Applicant

PVP Office

UPOV PLUTO database & GENIE database



UPOV resources - present

Applicant

PVP Office

UPOV PLUTO database & GENIE database



UPOV resources – future?

Applicant

PVP Office

UPOV PLUTO database & GENIE database

DUS 
Arrangement Tool*

PVP Office 
Administration Module* 
(electronic application 

system)

DUS Exchange 
platform*

*Under development for the EAPVP Forum Pilot Project
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Benefits of UPOV

www.upov.int



Available in English, 
Thai, Vietnamese





Training activities
Increase use of virtual means for training activities

Approaches to training and assistance
• Avoid the need for travel, while maintaining and  enhancing training

Virtual events 
• APSA Train the Trainer course on PVP of UPOV Convention

Organized by APSA in cooperation with UPOV (October, 2020)
Pre-work, interactive sessions, post-training support (DL-205, DL-305 courses)

• IP Key SEA Webinar Series on Plant Variety Protection
Awareness raising Webinars, (November, 2020)
PVP Offices, private Stakeholders from Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and other SEA 
countries

Cooperation with different training partners 
• Awareness raising seminars with IP Key, Japan-FIT
• Workshop for Laws with the assistance of the USPTO



UPOV on Twitter

@UPOVint

@vsgupov

UPOV on Social Media
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upov.mail@upov.int
manabu.suzuki@upov.int
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