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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

“To provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection, 

with the aim of encouraging the 

development of new varieties of 

plants, for the benefit of society”



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

UPOV status

Members of UPOV (72)

Initiating States (16) and Organization (1)

States (24) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office
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Plant Variety Protection: 
Improving Income for Farmers and Growers
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NEW VARIETIES

BREEDERS

CONSUMERS

FARMERS, 
GROWERS

• Yield
• Profitability
• Resistance to pests 

and diseases
• Stress tolerance
• Harvestability
• Crop quality
• Input efficiency
• Variety diversity
• New markets …etc.
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Bernard Le Buanec, 
Second World Seed Conference (Rome, September 2009)
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Glucosinolate content 

from 100 µmoles (‘Jetneuf’) to 12 µmoles (‘Samouraï’)

SEMINAR ON 

PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION AND 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER:  

THE BENEFITS OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE 

PARTNERSHIP

Yves Lespinasse

Canola

LEAR:  Low Erucic Acid

HOLLI:  High Oleic and Low Linolenic

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:GWR_3440_City_of_Truro_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1479746.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:GWR_3440_City_of_Truro_-_geograph.org.uk_-_1479746.jpg
http://international.stockfood.com/image-picture-A-bottle-of-rapeseed-oil-with-flower-875261.html
http://international.stockfood.com/image-picture-A-bottle-of-rapeseed-oil-with-flower-875261.html
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World Total Rapeseed Production
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Plant Variety Protection: 
Improving Income for Farmers and Growers

variety CHOICE
+ INFORMATION on performance

+ DELIVERY of good quality planting material

= Opportunities for

ADDED VALUE
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• Plant breeding is long and expensive

BUT

• Plant varieties can be easily and quickly 

reproduced

Breeders need protection to recover 

investment
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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

“To provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection 

(PVP), […]”

Plant Breeder’s Right (PBR)



BREEDERS’ RIGHTS
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= 

FARMERS’ BENEFITS

Plant Breeder’s Right (PBR)



13

Foreign New Varieties
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Impact of Plant Variety Protection 

and UPOV membership
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Impact on Agricultural Industry

• More varieties available to farmers

• General increase in disease resistance, drought tolerance

• Increased yields – varieties adapted to range of conditions

Number of varieties registered for sale in Canada

Year Canola Pea Soybean

1990 36 20 104

2000 231 88 343

2013 596 115 937
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Impact of Plant Variety Protection 

and UPOV membership

Reports on Studies Conducted 
in Individual Countries:

Argentina, China, Kenya, Poland 
and the Republic of Korea
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Figure 2: Export of Kenyan Cut Flowers

Value (Billion (Kshs.)

Volume (Tons)

PVP Operational

UPOV Membership

Evans Sikinyi, Second World Seed Conference

Export of Kenyan Cut Flowers

HORTICULTURE:  Generation of foreign 

exchange, employment, capture of New 

markets

 Exports worth $216m in 2002, 

but $1b in 2008

 2m employed, plus another 3.5 m indirectly

 Close to 45% Export EU market Cut-flowers

 Exports 4% of total production

International Market Development



Benefits for small-scale farmers in Kenya

Mr. Stephen Mbithi Mwikya, Chief Executive Officer, Fresh Produce 

Exporters Association of Kenya (Kenya)



Michael D. Carriere, Ph.D.

Business Development and 

Intellectual Property Manager

UC Davis InnovationAccess

mdcarriere@ucdavis.edu



A UNIT OF THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH

UC Davis - international agriculture -

UPOV PBR - strawberry variety licensing

» UPOV PBR-protected UC Davis strawberry varieties are 

foundational for master licensees

» Master licensees are conduit of horticultural know-how and 

newest varieties from UC Davis

» Horticultural know-how leads to improved production, 

higher value, and improved rural economics

» In the context of strawberry horticulture, UPOV PBR is 

foundational to UC Davis’ ability to improve agriculture 

internationally



A UNIT OF THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH

UC Davis - international agriculture -

UPOV PBR - strawberry variety 

licensing - value added examples

» California industry value - $2.5 B (70% UC Davis)

» Spanish industry from zero to $1B in 25 years – UC 
Davis strawberry varieties and know-how

» Other examples;

– Chile, Mexico, Morocco, South Africa, Turkey 



The World

California

$16.50/1000 plants royalty1

United States

$9.00/1000 plants royalty

$8.00/1000 plants royalty

1royalty shared between UC and master licensees





Symposium on the Benefits of Plant Variety Protection for Farmers and Growers

Vuyisile Phehane

Delivering high performance 

varieties to subsistence/small-

holder farmers
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Opportunities for Added Value

Philippe Toulemonde 

President of Star Fruits (France)

The use of plant variety protection to add value for fruit growers 
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Opportunities for Added Value

Eduardo Baamonde

Director General, Cooperativas Agroalimentarias

(Spain)

Adding value for grower cooperatives
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Opportunities for Added Value

…for many years now, cooperatives have been 

demonstrating the importance of backing and committing to 

new plant varieties: Limagrain, Lantmännen, Maïsadour, 

etc. Those groups opted to develop varieties for their 

members and are now world-famous in this field, offering 

not just new and improved varieties but also a high 

level of added value to their growers.



32

Opportunities for Added Value

Working from Spain, we are trying to create synergies 

between grower cooperatives and breeders…  As to 

supporting domestic programmes, we have initiatives such 

as Agrovegetal, which, after barely more than 10 years 

developing varieties of durum wheat, has now become a 

reference point for farmers.
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Farmer breeders
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There are no restrictions on who 

can be considered to be a 

breeder under the UPOV 

system: a breeder might be an 

individual, a farmer, a 

researcher, a public institute, a 

private company etc.





Symposium on the Benefits of Plant Variety Protection for Farmers and Growers

Farmer breeders
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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

“To provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection 

(PVP), […]”

Plant Breeder’s Right (PBR)



Derk Gesink (Netherlands) (Farmer and “hobby” potato breeder)



Ashiro Rindo story

39
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World Branding Strategy of “Ashiro” based on PBR

EU

New Zealand

Japan

Export of 

cut flowers

USA

Chile

Supply through the year

Lovely Ashiro

Supply of 

propagating 

material

Yasunori Ebihara, International Symposium (Seoul, August 2009) 
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Ashiro Rindo story (2)


