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Hanoi, September 6, 2016

Peter Button

Vice Secretary-General, UPOV

Jun Koide

Technical/Regional Officer (Asia), UPOV

DEVELOPMENTS IN UPOV 
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• UPOV information

• New on the UPOV website

• Electronic Application Form project (EAF)

• Developments in the region

OVERVIEW



New members

Montenegro

September 24, 2015

United Republic of Tanzania

November 22, 2015
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Advice

Islamic Republic of Iran October 2015 Amendments 

recommended

SITUATION in UPOV

Examination of Laws by UPOV Council



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

UPOV status (August 2016)

Members of UPOV (74)

Initiating States (15) and Organization (1)

States (23) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office
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Applications filed / Titles granted (document C/49/7) 
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15,499
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Applications by Resident / Non-Resident (document C/49/7) 
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1991 Act

Canada

Ratification:  June 2015

Kenya

Accession: April 2016
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UPOV Membership
Territories covered

1991 Act:  56 members – Other Acts:  18 members

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory
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Taxa protected by the members of the Union (C/49/6) 

(2)

60
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Cooperation in examination (C/49/5)
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5 NEW TEST GUIDELINES 

Drafter TWP English

BR TWF Coconut

NZ TWO Cordyline, Cabbage Tree, Torquay Palm

MX TWF Avocado; Coyo avocado (rootstock)

ZA TWO Plectranthus, Spur Flower

JP TWO Salvia, Sage

TEST GUIDELINES ADOPTED IN 2016

2 REVISIONS OF TEST GUIDELINES 

Drafter TWP English

DE TWV Basil

DE TWO Calibrachoa



9 PARTIAL REVISIONS OF TEST GUIDELINES 

Drafter TWP English

NL TWV Cauliflower

NL TWV Cabbage

NL TWV Brussels Sprouts

NL TWV Spinach

DE TWV Black Radish

NL TWV Kohlrabi

NL TWV Curly Kale

NL TWV Calabrese, Sprouting Broccoli

QZ TWV Tomato Rootstocks

TEST GUIDELINES ADOPTED IN 2015
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• UPOV information

• New on the UPOV website

• Electronic Application Form project (EAF)

• Developments in the region

OVERVIEW



UPOV Sessions:  October 2016

Monday 

(26)

Tuesday Wednesday 

(28)

Thursday Friday

Seminar on 

Propagating 

& Harvested 

Material

CAJ Symposium 
on possible 

interrelations 

between the 

ITPGRFA 

and the 

UPOV 

Convention

CC Council
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New videos on UPOV website

Available at: 

http://www.upov.int/about/en/benefits_upov_system.html
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Two sessions of each of the following UPOV Distance 

Learning Courses will be run concurrently in 2016:

• DL-205 “Introduction to the UPOV System of Plant Variety 

Protection under the UPOV Convention”

• DL-305 “Examination of applications for plant breeders’ 

rights”

• DL-305A “Administration of Plant Breeders’ Rights” (Part A 

of DL-305)

• DL-305B “DUS Examination” (Part B of DL-305)

Distance Learning Courses (DL-205 and DL-305)
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The timetable

Session I – 2016

Registration: January 1 to February 7

Study period: February 15 to March 20

Final exam: March 14 to 20

Session II – 2016

Registration: August 15 to September 18

Study period: September 25 to October 30

Final exam: October 24 to 30
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• UPOV information

• New on the UPOV website

• Electronic Application Form project (EAF)

• Developments in the region

OVERVIEW
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PBR Application- how it works today 

Authority     A

Authority     B

?

?

MANUAL 

Form

ELECTRONIC 

Form



Background

The original description of the aim of the project 

on a prototype electronic form was to develop a 

multilingual, electronic form containing questions 

relevant for plant breeders’ rights (PBRs) applications. 

The aim of the prototype would be to develop an 

electronic form covering all relevant information 

required for a PBR application (including Technical 

Questionnaire) in the members of the Union 

concerned and with questions translated in the 

relevant languages for the members of the Union 

concerned. 
24
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Participating UPOV members in the EAF project

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory
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Questions available 

in different languages 

(EN, FR, ES, DE,

Other)
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Regular Mail

Hard Paper

System to System 

XML

E-mail  

1. XML and/or 

PDF

2. Link to 

download

application 

data (SFTP * 

Server)

* Secure File Transfer Protocol

TRANSFER OPTIONS



Benefits of the EAF system

1. Multilingual system: possibility for applicants to read 

all questions in all languages of participating 

members

2. Offer the possibility for applicants to reuse existing 

application data for subsequent applications

3. Provide and electronic PVP system for 

participating members who don’t have one
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Functioning system by October 2016

Including:

Scaling-up of the system, i.e. addition of 

further crops, languages and PVP Offices, 

and 

Enable implementation by participating 

PVP Offices for the application process (filing, 

authorization, payment, submission…) for the 

selected crops 30

Prototype Electronic Application Form 

Version 2 (PV2) 



Supported crops in PV2

31

* According to time available

Crops Priority*

Rose (17) 1

Soya Bean (20) 1

Lettuce (19) 2

Apple Fruit 

Varieties (18) 

2

Potato (18) 3
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• UPOV information

• New on the UPOV website

• Electronic Application Form project (EAF)

• Developments in the region

OVERVIEW



UPOV activities within the Region

• High Level Study Tour (Japan)

How PBR benefits farmers

July 24 to 29, 2016

11 participants from 6 countries

e.g. branding strategy on “Tsuyahime” rice 

variety by Yamagata pref., based on PBR 

35



Koshihikari Tsuyahime

High Level Study Tour (Japan, July 2016)



Tsuyahime Village

Experienced Tsuyahime producers targets the finest
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Rice variety “Tsuyahime”

- High quality variety (good taste)
- Yamagata prefectural government holds the plant 

breeder’s right
- Royalty free for Yamagata farmers, royalty paid by other 

farmers
- Location and agronomy (less fertilizer and pesticide) 

controlled to maintain quality (= high market price) 
- Increased farmers’ income



Activities within the Region

• APEC Intellectual Property Experts Group 

Seminar on Plant Variety Protection under 

UPOV 91 focusing on Benefits to SMEs

August 17, 2016
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Items discussed:

• Advantages and challenges to joining 

UPOV91 

• Creative ideas on how to overcome 

challenges

• Policies to promote further innovation in 

new plant varieties

• What kinds of outreach and training is 

most helpful to encourage accession to 

UPOV 1991, etc.
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