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Mr. Tran Xuan Dinh, Vice Director General of Department of Crop
Production, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Viet Nam, Mr.
Peter Button, Vice Secretary-General of UPOV, ladies and gentlemen, good

morning.
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I am Katsumi Yamaguchi, Director of Plant Variety Protection Office,
Intellectual Property Division, Food Industry Affairs Bureau in the Japan’s
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. It is my great honor to make a
remark for the opening of the 9th Annual Meeting of the East Asia Plant Variety
Protection Forum.
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First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development of Viet Nam, for hosting this meeting. I also
wish to express my sincere gratitude to the UPOV Secretariat as well as the EAPVP
Forum Office for providing assistance to organizing this meeting and Mr. Peter
Button, Vice Secretary-General of UPOV, and to all the distinguished participants
to the EAPVP Forum.
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As you know, this Forum was endorsed at the AMAF+3 meeting in 2007, to



promote regional cooperation to develop PVP systems in line with the UPOV system
and was started in 2008.

During the 8 years, Korea and Singapore have celebrated their 10th
anniversary of becoming UPOV member, and Viet Nam will follow this year.

In many other Forum member countries, capacities of examination have
enhanced and the numbers of PVP applications are increasing. I consider that

awareness for the protection of breeder’s right has been raised in East Asian region.
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In the face of environmental changes and diversification of seed market
needs, it is of a greater emergence to promote development of elite varieties with
higher yield potential, disease resistance and marketability, as well as expansion of
plant variety protection system as a basis to facilitate plant breeding.

Moreover, while globalization of economy progresses in ASEAN countries as
well as all the Asian countries including Japan, Japan has considered that it is very
important to promote international harmonization of PVP system where it becomes
possible to protect new plant varieties based on the same system in all the Asian
countries so as to conduct PVP adequately.
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In connection with international harmonization, there was the conclusion
of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiation after the previous Forum meeting

among events that may influence PVP in East Asian region. As you know, accession
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to the UPOV 91 convention is made obligatory for the membership of TPP in
principle. Among countries in EAPVP Forum, Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia
promised its accession within three years and four years, respectively, after the date
of entry into force of the agreement for each country.

It is said that TPP will set a new standard for trade and investment in one of
the world’s fastest growing and most dynamic regions. It has been reported that
some countries in the members of EAPVP forum would consider accession to the
TPP. I think it has very important meaning to position the accession to the UPOV 91
convention as a requirement of membership in the high-quality economic
partnership.

In addition, we believe that activities of this forum have been helpful for
forum members to improve the status of PVP system to the extent that they can
accept the obligation of accession to the UPOV91 convention.
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In any case, Japan intends to conduct continuous assistance necessary for
activities of members of EAPVP Forum that are aimed at early accession to the
UPOV 91 convention or further enhancement of PVP system through cooperation
activities of this forum in collaboration with the UPOV Secretariat and technical

assistance of Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA).
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Before closing, I am looking forward to fruitful discussion and outcome in
this meeting.
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Thank you very much.



