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Session1:
Benefits of the UPOV System of Plant 

Variety Protection 
for Farmers and Growers 

Seminar on
ñThe benefits of the UPOV System of Plant 
Variety Protection for farmers and growersò



FARMERSô BENEFITS
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BREEDERSô RIGHTS

NEEDS OF SOCIETY
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UPOV: INDEPENDENT INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

ORGANIZATION

The International Convention for the 
Protection of New Varieties of Plants

established in 1961

The International Union for the Protection of 
New Varieties of Plants
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Rural and urban population:  Thailand
1990 - 2015

Thailand
Urban population
Population - Est & Proj.

Thailand
Rural population
Population - Est & Proj.

71%
50%

© FAO http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#country/216 [February  6, 2017] 

http://www.fao.org/faostat/en/#country/216
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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

ñTo provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection, 

with the aim of encouraging the 

development of new varieties of 

plants, for the benefit of societyò
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Bernard Le Buanec, 
Second World Seed Conference (Rome, September 2009)
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Lodging  

Height

Earliness

Resistance to sprouting

Mildew

Yellow rust

Brown rust

Septoria nodorum

Septoria tritici

Eyespot

Fusarium ear blight

Orange wheat blossom midge

Yield: treated/untreated

Yield: early sown/late sown

Yield: light soil/heavy soil 

Breadmaking quality

Biscuit making quality

Feed quality

(Photo: istockphoto/Ziva_K)
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(Video: iStockphoto.com/SaddamStock)
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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

ñTo provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection 

(PVP), [é]ò

Plant Breederôs Right (PBR)



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

Members of UPOV (74) covering 93 States

Initiating States (15) and Organization (1)

States (25) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office
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UPOV status



Protected 
plant varieties

Unprotected plant varieties

Landraces

Wild populations

Not regulated by UPOV

(ITPGRFA, CBD, seed marketing 

regulations etc.)



States and organizations bound by the UPOV Convention indicating those that 

are also bound by the ITPGRFA and/or the Nagoya Protocol

The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

UPOV/ITPGRFA/Nagoya Protocol

UPOV/ITPGRFA

UPOV/Nagoya Protocol

UPOV only

as of March 14, 2017



Some other things 

NOT regulated by UPOV

ÅGenetically modified organisms

ÅMarket regulation 

(e.g. seed certification,

official register of varieties 

admitted to trade)  
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Protected 
plant varieties

Unprotected plant varieties

Landraces

Wild populations
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BREEDERSô RIGHTS
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Annual land productivity developments since Viet Nam 
joined UPOV in 2006 in 

Rice, Corn (maize) and Sweet Potatoes

Å1995-2005:  increase in yield mainly through increased 
level of inputs ïno detectable increase due to plant 
breeding

Å2006-2016: annual land productivity increase due to plant 
breeding
ïRice 1.7 %

ïCorn 2.1 %

ïSweet potatoes 3.1 %

STUDY in VIET NAM

(Noleppa, S. (2017) (interim report))
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Without those developments since 2006, 

current annual yields in Viet Nam would be lower by: 

ïRice 16 %

ïCorn 19 %

ïSweet potatoes 27 %

STUDY in VIET NAM

(Noleppa, S. (2017) (interim report))
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Annual value added:

ïArable farming $2.3 billion

ïHorticulture $1.0 billion

ïFloriculture $ 0.2 billion

ïGDP added upstream/downstream (value chains)

$1.5 billion

TOTAL ADDED: $5 billion

(more than the annual GDP of 40 countries)

STUDY in VIET NAM

(Noleppa, S. (2017) (interim report))



23

UPOV MISSION STATEMENT

ñTo provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection 

(PVP), [é]ò

Plant Breederôs Right (PBR)


