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PHILIPPINE AGRICULTURE 

Å Philippines is still an agricultural country 

 

Å Agriculture contributes 9% to the GDP 

 

Å 26% of the population is engaged in 

agriculture 
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PHILIPPINE SEED INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

¶ Established in 1976 

 

¶ 27 members 

  18 private seed companies 

    6 distributors  

    2 government 

    1 academe 

 

¶ Multinationals: Bayer, DuPont Pioneer, East-West 

Seed, Kaneko, Known-Yu, Monsanto, Syngenta, 

Bioseed, Seedworks, Unigen 

 

¶ Local seed companies: Allied Botanical, Harbest, 

Haverson, Ramgo, SL Agritech, BMD Seed, 

Keystone, LongPing 
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PHILIPPINE SEED INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

 

¶ Member of the Asia Pacific Seed Association 

(APSA) and the International Seed Federation 

(ISF) 

 

¶ Member of the National Seed Industry Council 

and the Plant Variety Protection Board 



PHILIPPINE PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION LAW (RA 9168) 

¶ Enacted in 2002 

 

¶ Provides the legal basis of a sui generis system 

of intellectual property rights 

 

¶ Provides rights to plant breeders over the 

propagating material of their protected variety 

 

¶ An effective intellectual property system in 

general and the development of new plant 

variety in particular is vital in attaining food 

security for the country. 

 



PHILIPPINE PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION LAW (RA 9168) 

 

¶ The State recognizes the indispensable role 

of the private sector, encourages the 

participation of private enterprises  

 

¶ Provides incentives to needed investments in 

the development of new plant varieties. 

 

¶ Certificate of PVP granted for varieties that 

are New, Distinct, Uniform and Stable 



PHILIPPINE PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION LAW (RA 9168) 

 

¶ Policy formulation and implementation of the 

PVP Law is overseen by the Plant Variety 

Protection Board 

 

¶ Board composed of the following: 

a. Secretary of the Department of Agriculture ï 

Chairman 

b. Secretary of the Department of Science and 

Technology - Co-Chairman 

c. Director General of the Intellectual Property 

Office - Vice Chairman 

d. Director of the Bureau of Plant Industry 

e. Director of the Institute of Plant Breeding 

f. President of the Philippine Seed Industry 

Association 

g. The Registrar (Ex Officio) 



PHILIPPINE PVP AND UPOV 

¶ Philippines is not a UPOV member but is one of 

the countries which have initiated the procedure 

for acceding to the UPOV convention 

 

¶ Section 43 d Exceptions to PVP 

The traditional right of small farmers to save, 

use, exchange, share or sell their farm 

produce of a variety protected under this Act, 

except when a sale is for the purpose of 

reproduction under a commercial marketing 

agreement. This provision shall also extend to 

the exchange and sale of seeds among and 

between said small farmers: Provided that the 

small farmers may exchange or sell seeds for 

reproduction and replanting in their own land. 

 



PHILIPPINE PVP AND UPOV 

¶ The implementing rules and regulations 

further state that the right granted to small 

farmers under this provision does not 

include the right to sell the protected variety 

under the trademark or trade name of the 

holder which is associated with the 

registered denomination. 



BENEFITS OF PVP 

¶ Contributes to further innovation and 

investment in plant breeding 

ü Breeding is a long, tedious and expensive 

process 

ü Seed companies spend 10-14% of their 

turnover on R&D 

 

¶ Contributes to improved plant varieties 

ü Farmers are in need of improved varieties 

that will increase their productivity and 

income 

ü Climate change mandates plant breeders 

to develop varieties that are resilient to 

biotic and abiotic stress 

ü With the Breedersô Exemption, plant 

breeders are able to do their job without 

restrictions 
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