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• Situation in UPOV

• New UPOV material

• PBR Application Tool (EAF)
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The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory

Members of UPOV (74) covering 93 States

Initiating States (16) and Organization (1)

States (24) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office

UPOV status
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Applications for Plant Breeders’ Rights

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

1
9
6

8

1
9
7

0

1
9
7

2

1
9
7

4

1
9
7

6

1
9
7

8

1
9
8

0

1
9
8

2

1
9
8

4

1
9
8

6

1
9
8

8

1
9
9

0

1
9
9

2

1
9
9

4

1
9
9

6

1
9
9

8

2
0
0

0

2
0
0

2

2
0
0

4

2
0
0

6

2
0
0

8

2
0
1

0

2
0
1

2

2
0
1

4

Near/Middle East

Africa

Latin America

North America

Europe (excluding EU)

European Union (EU)

Asia Pacific
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Titles in Force

Number of UPOV members

107,232

Plant variety protection statistics (C/50/7) 
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Taxa protected by the members of the Union (C/50/6) 

(6)

61

13

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

m
e

m
b

e
rs

Number of members offering protection to a limited number of plant genera and species

Number of members offering protection to all plant genera and species

Number of members extending protection to additional plant genera and species

11



640

2031 1966

1750

3462
3324

2336

3694
3510

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2016

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

g
e

n
e
ra

/s
p

e
c
ie

s

Year

Cooperation Agreements

Practical Experience

Plant Breeders' Rights Entries in Plant Variety Database

Plant genera/species, including subspecies: Plant genera/species only:

Cooperation in Examination

12



Annual land productivity developments since Viet Nam joined 
UPOV in 2006 in 

Rice, Corn (maize) and Sweet Potatoes

• 1995-2005:  increase in yield mainly through increased level of 
inputs – no detectable increase due to plant breeding

• 2006-2016: annual land productivity increase due to plant 
breeding
– Rice 1.7 %

– Corn 2.1 %

– Sweet potatoes 3.1 %

STUDY in VIET NAM*

* “The socio-economic benefits of UPOV membership in Viet Nam; An ex post assessment on plant breeding 
and agricultural productivity after 10 years” (Corresponding author: Steffen Noleppa) by HFFA Research GmbH
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Without those developments since 2006, 
current annual yields in Viet Nam would be lower by: 

– Rice 16 %

– Corn 19 %

– Sweet potatoes 27 %

STUDY in VIET NAM

14



STUDY in VIET NAM

INCOME of Vietnamese farmers has 
increased by 24% since 2006
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Annual value added:

– Arable farming $2.3 billion

– Horticulture $1.0 billion

– Floriculture $ 0.2 billion

– GDP added upstream/downstream (value chains)

$1.5 billion

TOTAL ADDED: $5 billion

(> 2.5% GDP)

STUDY in VIET NAM
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• New UPOV material

• PBR Application Tool (EAF)
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Harmonization, Resources and Assistance

Harmonization Resources Training & assistance

PVP Law • UPOV Convention
• Explanatory Notes
• Information materials

• UPOV Lex

• Distance Learning
course

• Trainers

• UPOV events & 
activities

• Assistance by 
individual UPOV 
members

➢ Application • Model Application Form • EAF project

➢ Variety 
Denominations

• INF/12: “Explanatory Notes 
on Variety Denominations”

• UPOV Code

• PLUTO database 

➢ DUS Testing • General Introduction
• TGP Documents
• Test Guidelines
• Model Agreement 

(cooperation)

• GENIE Database
• Exchangeable 

software
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Reference Explanatory Notes on: Timetable

UPOV/EXN/EDV/2
(revision)

Essentially Derived Varieties Adopted by the 
Council in April 2017

UPOV/EXN/PPM/1 Propagating Material Adopted by the 
Council in April 2017

Program for EXN/INF
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UPOV website

• New UPOV logo

• Stakeholder features

• UPOV Youtube channel

20
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BREEDERS
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FARMERS AND GROWERS
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POLICY MAKERS
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GENERAL PUBLIC
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Using the UPOV System to benefit custodians

of native wild germplasm in Argentina

“The royalties derived from commercialization of the 
variety are shared between the breeder and the 
provinces that contributed the native plant genetic 
resource.”

Coming soon
on UPOV website!



Using the UPOV System to benefit custodians

of native wild germplasm in Argentina

“A large part of the profits, basically, 50 per cent, that 
are generated from the commercialization return to 
those provinces.”



Using the UPOV System to benefit custodians

of native wild germplasm in Argentina

“the erosion/loss from their natural habitat is reduced 
and this is therefore our own contribution, working 
together with INTA, for the conservation of our 
native natural resources.”.”
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World-wide support systems for breeders







UPOV- PBR Application Tool 
(Electronic Application Form (EAF))

➢ Easy way to transfer and re-use your PBR application data, using 
an efficient multi-lingual e-system available online for all 
participating countries worldwide

37



English
French

German
Spanish
Chinese

…?
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UPOV members (16) and crops (5) currently covered by 
PBR Application Tool (EAF)

AUTHORITY

APPLE 

FRUIT 

VARIETIES

LETTUCE POTATO ROSE SOYBEAN

Argentina √ √ √ √

Australia √ √ √ √ √

Chile √ √ √ √ √

China √ √

Colombia √

France √ √ √ √ √

Kenya √ √ √ √ √

Netherlands √ √ √ √ √

New Zealand √ √ √ √

Norway √ √ √ √ √

Republic of Moldova √ √ √ √ √

Switzerland √ √ √ √ √

Tunisia √ √ √ √ √

Turkey √ √ √ √ √

United States of America √ √ √

Uruguay √ √ √



UPOV - PBR Application Tool
Key benefits

• Online PBR application tool to provide application data to 
participating PVP Offices in required format 
(hard copy, e-mail notification, system-to-system)

• Application forms can be displayed in range of languages (answers 
must be provided in an acceptable language for the PVP Office) 

• Variety data can be re-used in subsequent applications

• Different user roles can be specified (e.g. drafter, signatory, 
translator, agent, procedural representative)

• Controlled access to all PBR application data

• Secure and confidential

• Easy access to PVP application forms

• Track your applications…

40



• Expansion

– members

– languages

– crops/species 

Next developments
PBR Tool- EAF Version 2.0 (January 2018)



eas@upov.int

mailto:eas@upov.int

