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Harmonization Resources 

  

Training & assistance 

PVP Law • UPOV Convention 

• Explanatory Notes 

• UPOV Lex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Distance Learning 

course 

• UPOV events & 

activities 

• Assistance by individual 

UPOV members 

 Application • Model Application Form • EAF project 

 

 Variety 

Denomination 

• INF/12: “Explanatory 

Notes on Variety 

Denominations” 

• UPOV Code 

• PLUTO 

database  

 

 DUS Testing • General Introduction 

• TGP Documents 

• Test Guidelines 

• Model Agreement 

(cooperation) 

• GENIE 

Database 

• Exchangeable 

software 
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Law 

Guidance 

Implementation 

Forms 

Training 

Experts 

Databases 

Exchange 

Assistance 

HARMONIZATION 

facilitates 

COOPERATION 
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Number of 

genera/species for 

which varieties 

protected by members 

of the Union:  > 3,372 

(>14,000 PBR 

applications /annum) Practical DUS 

experience 

offered for >3,305 

genera and 

species 
Agreements for 

cooperation between 

members of the 

Union:  > 2,000 

COOPERATION 



 

Cooperation  

= Benefits of UPOV membership 

 

 

….What are the tools for cooperation and 

harmonization? 
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Tools for DUS cooperation and 

harmonization 

1. DUS and denomination 
 - DUS cooperation and GENIE database 

 - DUS test report and Variety Description 

 - Denomination and PLUTO database 

2. Test Guidelines 
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 Cooperation between  
Authorities  

Cooperation between Authorities can involve: 

• use of existing DUS Test Reports from other 
Authorities 



Member A  

Application 

DUS examination 

DUS report 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member B  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member C  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 

UPOV Model administrative agreement  
(TGP/5):    350 CHF (prior application) 
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 Cooperation between  
Authorities  

Cooperation between Authorities can involve: 

• use of existing DUS Test Reports from other 
Authorities 

• bilateral arrangements to remove the need for 
duplication of DUS Tests 

• centralized DUS testing at regional or global level 



Member A  

Application 

DUS examination 

DUS report 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member C  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 

Member B  

Application 

Decision  
to grant title 



11 

Cooperation between  

Authorities 

Cooperation between Authorities is important for: 

• minimizing the time for DUS examination 

• minimizing the cost of DUS examination 

• optimizing examination of Distinctness in 

growing trials 

• offering protection for all plant genera and 

species 
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Where do you find information on DUS 

cooperation? 

GENIE database 

 - Experience 

 - Cooperation 
 

Cooperation between members of  

the Union is a key benefit of  

UPOV membership 
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GENIE Database 

(Genus / species) 

http://www.upov.int/genie/en/ 
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CPVO carries out DUS examination of 

Alstroemeria on behalf of Argentina 
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Mexico purchases DUS test 

reports of Alstroemeria created 

by CPVO 
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DUS Test Report 

DOCUMENT TGP/5 

“EXPERIENCE AND COOPERATION IN DUS 

TESTING” 

 

Section 6: 

UPOV Report on Technical Examination 

and 

UPOV Variety Description 
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DUS Test Report 
TGP/5: Section 6/2 

UPOV REPORT ON TECHNICAL EXAMINATION 
1.  Reference number of Reporting Authority 

 ......................................................... 
2.  Requesting Authority   

 ......................................................... 
3.  Reference number of Requesting Authority 

 ......................................................... 
4.  Breeder’s reference   

 ......................................................... 
5.  Date of application in requesting member of the Union        

................................ 
6.  Applicant (name and address)  

 ......................................................... 
7.  Agent (name and address) (if applicable) 

 ......................................................... 
8.  (a) Botanical name of taxon  

 ......................................................... 
 (b) UPOV code   

 ......................................................... 
9.  Common name of taxon  

 ......................................................... 
10.  Variety denomination   

 ......................................................... 
11.  Person who bred, or discovered  

 ......................................................... 
 and developed, the variety (name and address)  

................................................... 
 (if different from applicant)  

 ......................................................... 
12.  Reporting Authority   

 ......................................................... 
13.  Testing station(s) and place(s)  

 ......................................................... 
14.  Period of testing   

 ......................................................... 
15.  Date and place of issue of document 

 ......................................................... 
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16. RESULTS OF THE TECHNICAL EXAMINATION 

 (a) Report on Distinctness 

  The variety 

      - is distinct   [ ] 

      - is not distinct  [ ] 

  according to the UPOV Convention 

  Variety(ies) from which it is not distinct (if applicable) 

  ……………………………………………… 

 (b) Report on Uniformity 

  The variety 

      - is uniform  [ ] 

      - is not uniform  [ ] 

  according to the UPOV Convention 

  Characteristic(s) for which the variety is not uniform and explanation of the lack of 

uniformity (if  applicable) are provided in an annex to this report. 

 

 (c) Report on Stability 

  The variety 

      - is stable  [ ] 

      - is not stable  [ ] 

  according to the UPOV Convention 

  Characteristic(s) for which the variety is not stable and explanation of the lack of 

 stability (if applicable) are provided in an annex to this report. 

 

 (d) A description of the variety is provided in an annex to this report  [ ] 

  (if the variety is distinct, uniform and stable). 

  (If the variety is not distinct, a description can be provided on request.) 

17. Remarks ........................................................................... 

........................................................................... 

18. Signature ........................................................................... 
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UPOV Variety Description 
TGP/5: Section 6/2 ANNEX 

UPOV VARIETY DESCRIPTION 
1. Reference number of Reporting Authority ..................................................... 
2.  Reference number of Requesting Authority  ..................................................... 
3.  Breeder’s reference    ..................................................... 
4.  Applicant (name and address)   ..................................................... 
5.  (a) Botanical name of taxon   ..................................................... 
 (b) UPOV code    ..................................................... 
6.  Common name of taxon    ..................................................... 
7.  Variety denomination    ..................................................... 
8.  Date and document number of UPOV Test Guidelines ..................................... 
9.  Date and/or document number of Reporting Authority’s test guidelines ........... 
10.  Reporting Authority    ..................................................... 
11.  Testing station(s) and place(s)   ..................................................... 
12.  Period of testing    ..................................................... 
13.  Date and place of issue of document  ………......................................... 
14.  Group: (if characteristics of number 15 are used for grouping, they are marked with a 

 G in that number) 
___________________________________________________________________________

_______ 
UPOV    Reporting 
 No.   Authority No.  Characteristics  States of Expression  Note 

 Remarks 
___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
__________________ 
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UPOV Variety Description 
A TGP/5: Section 6/2 Annex, page 2 
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1991 Act Article 20(5)   

[Same denomination in all Contracting Parties] 

 A variety must be submitted to all Contracting Parties 
under the same denomination.  The authority of each 
Contracting Party shall register the denomination so 
submitted, unless it considers the denomination 
unsuitable within its territory.  In the latter case, it shall 
require the breeder to submit another denomination. 

UPOV/INF/12 Explanatory Notes on Variety Denominations 

 (b) […] although certain provisions on variety denominations allow 

for authorities to develop individual guidance concerning best 

practices, the obligation under paragraph (5) should be given 

priority, unless there is direct conflict with the provisions of the 

UPOV Convention. In that respect, it is also recommended to avoid 

any narrow interpretation of the provisions of the UPOV 

Convention and related guidance or best practices, which could 

lead to the unnecessary refusal of variety denominations and, 

consequently, the unnecessary creation of synonyms for a variety; 
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The authority of a Contracting Party shall ensure that 
the authorities of all the other Contracting 
Parties are informed of matters concerning 
variety denominations, in particular the 
submission, registration and cancellation of 
denominations.  Any authority may address its 
observations, if any, on the registration of a 
denomination to the authority which 
communicated that denomination. 

1991 Act Article 20(6)   
[Information among the authorities of Contracting Parties] 
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PLUTO Database 
(PLUTO = PLant varieties in the UPOV system: 

The Omnibus) 

http://www.upov.int/pluto/en/ 
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Tools for DUS cooperation and 

harmonization 

1. DUS and denomination 

2. Test Guidelines 
 - Role of TGs on cooperation 

 - Initiate creation of TGs 

 - Leading Expert 
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DOCUMENT TGP/5 

“EXPERIENCE AND COOPERATION IN DUS TESTING” 

 

Section 1: 

Model Administrative Agreement 

for International Cooperation in the Testing of Varieties 

Article 2 

Where the Council of UPOV has adopted Guidelines for the 

Conduct of Tests for Distinctness, Uniformity and Stability 

(“Test Guidelines”) for a genus or species covered by this 

Agreement, the examination shall be conducted according to 

those Test Guidelines. … 



Test Guidelines 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEGAL COMMITTEE 

Technical 

Working Party on 
Automation 
and 
Computer 
Programs 

COUNCIL 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

Working    Group              

on 
Biochemical 
and 
Molecular 
Techniques 

Technical 
Working Party 

for 
Vegetables 

Technical 
Working Party 

for 
Ornamental 
Plants and 
Forest Trees 

Technical 
Working Party 
for             

Fruit Crops 

Technical 
Working Party 

for 
Agricultural 
Crops 

Test Guidelines 
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Publication Work  
program 
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TGP/7: Development of TGs 

Section 2: Procedure for the Introduction 

and Revision of UPOV TGs 

 

2.2.2.2 In recognition of the importance of 

international harmonization, the Technical 

Committee will take into account the following 

factors when considering and prioritizing the 

commissioning of Test Guidelines: 



(a) Total number of applications for plant 

breeders’ rights within the territories of the 

members of the Union. 
 

(b) Number of authorities receiving 

applications for the varieties which would be 

covered by the Test Guidelines. 
 

(c) Number of foreign applications received 

by members of the Union. 
 

…and others. 
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Two sessions of each of the following UPOV Distance 

Learning Courses will be run in 2017: 
 

• DL-205 “Introduction to the UPOV System of Plant Variety 

Protection under the UPOV Convention” 

 

• DL-305 “Examination of applications for plant breeders’ 

rights” 

 

• DL-305A “Administration of Plant Breeders’ Rights” (Part A 

of DL-305) 

• DL-305B “DUS Examination” (Part B of DL-305) 

Distance Learning Courses (DL-205 and DL-305) 
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The timetable 
 

Session I – 2017 

 

 Registration: January 9 to February 10 

 Study period: March 6 to April 9 

 Final exam: April 3 to 9 

 

Session II – 2017 

 

 Registration: August 14 to September 15 

 Study period: September 25 to October 29 

 Final exam: October 23 to 29 

 

 

http://www.upov.int/resource/en/training.html 
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Harmonization Resources 

  

Training & assistance 

PVP Law • UPOV Convention 

• Explanatory Notes 

• UPOV Lex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Distance Learning 

course 

• UPOV events & 

activities 

• Assistance by individual 

UPOV members 

 Application • Model Application Form • EAF project 

 

 Variety 

Denomination 

• INF/12: “Explanatory 

Notes on Variety 

Denominations” 

• UPOV Code 

• PLUTO 

database  

 

 DUS Testing • General Introduction 

• TGP Documents 

• Test Guidelines 

• Model Agreement 

(cooperation) 

• GENIE 

Database 

• Exchangeable 

software 
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