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Harmonization, Resources and Assistance
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Harmonization Resources Training & assistance

PVP Law • UPOV Convention

• Explanatory Notes

• Information materials

• UPOV Lex

• Distance Learning

course

• TRAINERS

• UPOV events & 

activities

• Assistance by 

individual UPOV 

members

 Application • Model Application Form • EAF project

 Variety 

Denominations

• INF/12: “Explanatory 

Notes on Variety 

Denominations”

• UPOV Code

• PLUTO 

database 

 DUS Testing • General Introduction

• TGP Documents

• Test Guidelines

• Model Agreement 

(cooperation)

• GENIE 

Database

• Exchangeable 

software
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Support for Members of UPOV

1. Cooperation in Examination
- DUS:  Protecting all genera and species

Information: GENIE database

DUS testing cooperation

- Denomination: PLUTO database

2. Trainings

3. How to become a UPOV member
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Protecting all genera and species

Workload?

How to overcome?



Number of plant genera & species for which 

protected varieties / applications in PLUTO 

database (C/49/5)
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Applications for Plant Breeders’ Rights
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Number of 

genera/species for 

which varieties 

protected by 

members of the 

Union:  > 3,500

(>11,000 titles granted 

/annum)
Practical DUS 

experience 

offered for 

>3,300 genera 

and species Agreements for 

cooperation 

between members 

of the Union:  > 

2,000

Cooperation between members



8

Where to find the information?

GENIE database

- Experience

- Cooperation

Cooperation between members of 

the Union is a key benefit of

UPOV membership
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GENIE Database

(Genus / species)

http://www.upov.int/genie/en/
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CPVO carry out DUS examination of 

Alstroemeria on behalf of Argentina
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Mexico buys DUS test reports of 

Alstroemeria from CPVO
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DOCUMENT TGP/5

“EXPERIENCE AND COOPERATION IN DUS 

TESTING”

Section 1:

Model Administrative Agreement

for International Cooperation in the Testing of Varieties

Article 2

Where the Council of UPOV has adopted Guidelines for 

the Conduct of Tests for Distinctness, Uniformity and 

Stability (“Test Guidelines”) for a genus or species covered 

by this Agreement, the examination shall be conducted 

according to those Test Guidelines. …

Cooperation between Authorities 
Organization of the DUS Examination
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Cooperation between 

Authorities 

Cooperation between Authorities can involve:

• purchase of DUS Test Reports from other 

Authorities (e.g. QZ-MX)

• bilateral arrangements to remove the need 

for duplication of DUS Tests (e.g. QZ-AR)

• centralized DUS testing at regional or global 

level
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Cooperation in DUS Trial

Country A

Application DUS Trial
Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Country B

Application DUS Trial
Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Country C

Application DUS Trial
Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Exchange of DUS reports

Purchase of DUS reports

UPOV Model administrative agreement 
(TGP/5):    350 CHF
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Cooperation between 

Authorities 

Cooperation between Authorities can involve:

• purchase of DUS Test Reports from other 

Authorities

• bilateral arrangements to remove the need 

for duplication of DUS Tests

• centralized DUS testing at regional or global 

level (e.g. QZ)
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Cooperation in Examination
(centralized examination)

Country A

Application
Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Country B

Application DUS Trial
Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Country C

Application
Decision to 

grant PVP Title
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Cooperation in Examination
(centralized examination)

Country A

Application
Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Country B

Application

DUS Trial

Decision to 

grant PVP Title

Country C

Application
Decision to 

grant PVP Title
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Cooperation between 

Authorities

Cooperation between Authorities is important for:

• minimizing the time for DUS examination

• minimizing the cost of DUS examination

• optimizing examination of Distinctness in 

growing trials

• offering protection for all plant genera and 

species
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• denomination must enable the variety to be 

identified

• must be used when offering for sale or 

marketing propagating material of the variety

• same denomination in all UPOV members, 

unless unsuitable within its territory

• must not be liable to mislead or to cause 

confusion (variety denomination classes)

• prior rights of third persons shall not be affected

….and other conditions.

DENOMINATION



22

(2) [Characteristics of the denomination]

In particular, it must be different from every
denomination which designates, in the
territory of any Contracting Party, an
existing variety of the same plant species
or of a closely related species.

Article 20
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Plant Variety Database:  PLUTO
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UPOV code:  containing “PRUNU” Denomination:  containing “red”
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Video Tutorial of 

PLUTO

https://www3.wipo.int/pluto/user/en/index.jsp



26

Support for Members of UPOV

1. Cooperation in Examination

2. Training

- DL-205 and DL-305

3. How to become a UPOV member
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Distance Learning Courses (DL-205 and DL-305)

Two sessions of each of the following UPOV Distance 

Learning Courses will be run in 2016:

• DL-205 “Introduction to the UPOV System of Plant Variety 

Protection under the UPOV Convention”

• DL-305 “Examination of applications for plant breeders’ 

rights”

• DL-305A “Administration of Plant Breeders’ Rights” (Part A 

of DL-305)

• DL-305B “DUS Examination” (Part B of DL-305)
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The timetable

Session I - 2016

Registration: January 1 to February 7

Study period: February 15 to March 20

Final exam: March 14 to 20

Session II – 2016

Registration: August 15 to September 17

Study period: September 26 to October 30

Final exam: October 24 to 30



29

Fees to apply for the course

Category 1:

Government officials of members of the 

Union nominated by the relevant 

representative to the UPOV Council

NO FEE
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Support for Members of UPOV

1. Cooperation in Examination

2. Training

3. How to become a UPOV member

(Support to be a member of UPOV)



http://www.upov.int/members/en/upov_membership.html
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HOW TO BECOME A 

MEMBER OF UPOV

see documents UPOV/INF/13/1 and UPOV/INF/6/3 at 

http://www.upov.int/members/en/upov_membership.html

State/Intergovernmental Organization must:

• Have a law which conforms to the UPOV 

Convention 

• Ask advice of the Council of UPOV

• If advice positive:  deposit instrument of 

accession

http://www.upov.int/members/en/upov_membership.html
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Jun KOIDE (Mr.) 

Technical Officer (Asia/Pacific)
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